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As you scale the chily l■ lisw
slopes of the Embobut forest you
can llear tl■ udding, whistling and
humllling floln a distance
As yOu near the sourcc of the
so 、ds, a burly silhouette Figure
al'i lais ltisJohl■ StOn Laborc
round lllln are llleFl al)d wollll―
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see lings、 |′ili be plall(ecl
｀
he diggers are cvictees of Ern―

bobut fOrest They v√ ere forced Out
by the Governlnellt to pavc M′ ay for

tlle fOrest's reclamatiO:1

1t alDpears tlle evictces llave ac―

cepted tlleir fate and decided tO Of―

fel their tilne and el■ergy to、√ards
the forest's rehabilitation as tlley

await the Govcr11lnncl〕 t to resettle

lllelll

l´aboret te■ln also cOnlprises
EInbobut residents, Kellya liorest
Scrvice(KFS)、 ァarders alnd scouts
“This is l10t lloM′ the Elllbobut

forest、vas in 2008 We llave volun―
teered to restore the forest, wllich

is part of the greater Chelianganyi
hills, one of the flve nlaior llVater

towersin Kenya,lo its foriner gran―

deur,"said Labore

changed liVelihOocl
l｀1le former cllief says the evict―

ees inally realised that they M7erc i11

real sense degrading aln ilnportallt

nattlral resource
`'Ihe peol,lc that havc been ex―

pelled f19■〕thc l)lest llad il■itially
been hunt,I,and gatherers, but
with tlle,oplllati01l oxplosloll their

activities changed tO that of inten.

sive farnleFS thus destroyillg tlle
forest,"he said

VVith the llull■ bじ r Of the hllnt―

crs Pnd gatllercrs vvithill thc forest

rising, the anilllals prOvidillg foOd

and holley dilllinished leading to a
challge in foOd productioll
“They started farining,cutting
down trees and burning charcOal
fbr surviva1 0ver time, this ied to
the nlassive destruction of the fOr―

est,"said Labore.

The evictees,solne OfV′ho were
forceft11ly moved out of the fOrests,

have acquired pernlits and have re―

settled into tlle giades,outside tlle

forest perilllete■

Glades are areas in the forest
tllat do not alloν

` ally vegetationh鳳Ⅲ鑢佃鳳:忠露 ♀W

on There are seven oftllenl、 ″itllin

the Cherallgallyi forest eco― systenl

Labore said the evictees have
now voluntariけ moVed away from
the gazetted forest area to Kcsonl,

Koropkei and Kapterwai glades,
wllich are on tll1 10Wer side, and
Ka11lologon,  Kapkok,  Kabusicn,
Sinell and Ke●Fabus,on the LIpper
sectioll
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tle thell■ ill the eight glades witllin

tlle brest   i

lndigenous trees
The residellts of Elllbobtit are
llow replalltillg illdigenoし ts trecs on

the land thcy formcrly degraded
Despite the progress thett are

inaking ill thc rehabilitation of the

forest,i「inlotlly Chebet, the head

Of KFS scouts,savs thcre are a fe赫
peOple、ハ/1lo stili go back tO forest
“We llave had to take stern ac―

tion oln sonle villagcrs whO still go

back to tl■ c gazetted area to burn
chalcOal or cut doM7n trees for flre―

wood,"said Chebet
、He applaudcd the progress that
he and his cntire tealn llave tllade

as tlley try to curb destructioll

The KFS also olハ√es its success
to tlle help O∫ COnunlunity Road
Enlpol・verlllent(Core), a non― gov―
ernnlental organisation,ftlnded by
.Ibyota nlolor conlpally

`「he organisation are attlle fore―
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the importallce of tlle forest tO the

Kenyan eco― systenl

“Core is lliring labourers at be―

tween Sh250 and Sh500 per dlプ
The 、7orkers, most of ル1116m are
evictees f10m tlle fOrest dig lloles

and replant the indigel■Ous tree
seedlings,"said Joseph Cheserek,a
resident

Longterm prOlect
Hc addsI“VVith thc income,tlley
reflain flom gOilg back tO the for―

est for charcOal burlling where a
bag gOes at a tllroぃ ′away price Of
between Sh200 alld Sh250"
Kiyoshi Kita,tlle chief executive

ofncer of core,says his Organisa‐

tion provides tra11ling, funds and
materials like hoes,wheeibarrO、

^7s,knapsacks alld paper tubes for the

labOurers

“This is a lollg term project
since before the seedlings rnattlre it

vvill lnave taken a lot Of tinne but in

the 10ng run it wili beneflt tlle evict―
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ees anc1 11lalintailn tlle eco― systern,"

said Kita

He added that with the sensitive
issue of g10bal、「alllling,residentζ
should c01lscrve tlleぃ √ater to、ドer


